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STR; 
|| was ſcarce enter'd the Limits of - Scot» 


\? . 
land, when T was by a young Noble» 
A man entertained- with the Relation 
( of a Printed Controverſy about Vomiting 
gin Fevers, beewWixt ewoPhy ſitians of Edin- 
burgh, ( which being'a PraQice'T have al* 
ays approved; as havihg been - tranſmir- 
Fed tome, both by the Inſtructions and 
-onftant Example of my FatherandGrand- 
Father, who were Men deſervedly :Emi- 
*Fnent in theirProfeffion, arid could have no 
deſign to deceive me ;- and: ſince confirm- 
ed” by 'my- own Experience in 'near-- 50 
"Years plentiful'Employment ) I was-not 
Fa lictle Curious+ ro- peruſe ; and accord- 
ingly I'no- ſooner * arrived there, -than T 
procured their Papers.. I Confefs;'I have 
lnot the good Fortune'to' be known : toe1- 
ther of the -Gentlemen, as TI remember:: 
Buec that did not Difcourage'me from/put- 
qringPen to Paper, fince my -Opimiory may 
therefore-paſs'for the - more Imparcial;-ar 
leaſt with reſpe& to-' their Perſons; - and 
ſince I am not accuſtomed to:conſider fo 
much, who Writes, as what''is Written?; 
iFor Amicus Hippocrates, Amicus 4Galenus} fed IA 
agis Amica Veritas 1 And this being Subd -.- . 
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\jeA& of no ſmall Moment to Men's Lives 


and Healths, the beſt of Wordly Enjoy- 
ments : I conceive my ſelf Obliged not 
to paſs it over in Silence, but to Com- 
municat my Thoughts, withSubmiffion tO| 
better Judgements. 


The occaſion of this Paper Warr, ſeems| 


to be a Scandalous Report, ſuppoſed at 


leaſt to be induſtriouſly ſpread thio' Town 


and Countrey by the Ordinary or his A 
betters, That Dr. Oliphant had Killed : 


Patient witha Vomit ; And that giving 


Vomits in Fevers was an Innovation in 
Medecin never heard of before. Now.leafl 
this ſhould affe& the Drs. Reputation, he 
thought it neceſſary to Vindicat the Trut 

and Himſelf, and to mantain his faid 
Practice by Reaſon and Authoricys, as 
well as by a Faithful Relation of the 
Fat : And in order thereto he Prints a 
ſhort Diſcourſe to prove the Uſefulneſs of 
Vomiting in Fevers &c. which his Adver 
ſary eudeavours to Refute with his Meliu 


' nquirendum, or an Anſwer to Dr. Oliphant* 


Diſcourſe, &c. in which it does not plainl 
appear, that he denys the greateſt part 0 
the Relation, but only quarrels at ſom 


Triftiag Omiflions, which he therefory : 


{upplys in his Melins Inquirendum, -( Viz. 
th 
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(5) 
the frightfull conſequences of the -Opera- 
tion of the Vomit, with the number of 
his Vomits of Luke-warm Water, &c. 
and of his Bleeding, Purging, and Cly- 
ſtering the Seven days before : And then 
proceeds to refute the Dr's. Realfons,and 
to ſhew his miſtakeing, miſunderſtanding 
and miſapplying the ſeveral Authoritys, 
he qnotes, all whichis loaded with a few 
©uibles and Refietions; and then con- 
cludes. | 

Now with the Ordinary's leave, Te 
begin with the conſideration of the que- 
ſtion, on which heſcems. to lay the great- 
eſt Streſs. Which is this, 

Whethec the giving an Ounce of Eme- 
tick Wine, mixed with Three Dramsof SW 
rup of Buckiborn, on the the gth. day of a 
Feves,to one who had been Blooded twice 
Vomired thrice,Clyſtered ſeveral times,all 
in Seven Days time, which Vomit wrought 
{o violently 8 or 10 Hours together, thar 
the Patient was reduced to the iafſt Extre- 
mity, his Hands and Feet cold, his pulſe 
quite gone,Spaſmoaick contractions through 
the Body, be a Practice agreeabie ro 
right reaſon, the rules of Art, and the 


: Practiſe of the beſt Phyſicians both Anci- 


ent and Modera. 
The 
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The-irſt thing herein, which offers it 
ſelf,is the Doſeof the Emetick Wine, which 
cannot well be adjudged; unleſs the Pre- 
paration or Pharmacopeia;by which it was 
diſpenſed; were known: For I remember, 
there were - two Eminent Apothecaries 
Shops in London; of which both the Ma+ 
ſters are ſince Graduated Doors, and 
of no ſmall Eſteem , and in the one of them 
half!'an Ounce was a large Doſe, and in the 
other two Ounces was but a moderat one, 
tho generally, according to the common 
Preparation of- the Infulion of Crocus Me- 
zalloram-in London, an Ounce and half or 
ewo Ounces, is a fit Vomit for a Man, to 
be by -a fourth or fifth part- increas'd or 
leflened, according to the Strength or 0+ 
ther Circumſtances of the Patient, 

The nexc' Remark is, Whether it was 
proper on the 9th. day of a Fever? I con- 
{els, times in Fevers, before they were bet- 
ter underſtood, uſed ro be Reiigiouſly* ob- 
{ſerved : But of late the proper Seaſon to 
giveVomits is, whenever there is an Indi- 
cation for them; whether the Firſt, Ninth, 
or Fifceenth Day, ſooner or later, provid- 
ed there is no material Contra-indication, 
Of this Thad a late inſtance in this Coun- 
try upon my Lord Tulibardine's Page, " 

1a 


7 
had lavguzhed with a Fever about. 40 days, 
moſt * which time he had faint Sweats, 
with burning Heats, little Sleep, great Ra- 
vings : The Nerves of his Tongue and of ” 
many parts of theBody frequently afﬀfe&ed, 
in ſo much that he often loſt his Speech, 
and had no uſe of his Limbs, for Weakneſs 
and Trembling, beſides other Symptoms, 
| as Coughs, &c. He was reduced to a Ske- 
leton. This Gentleman in this deplorable 
ſtate, took about 10 or 12 Drams of Infu- 
ſion of Crocus Mettallorum, which wrought 
very kindiy, and from that Minute reco- 
yered plainly to all mens ſenſe, and in leſs 
than 24 hours all the Symptoms vaniſhed : 
Afterwards he took 3 or 4 times the Decoe- 
tum amarum cur ſenna,and in a Weekstime 
he was able to walk abroad, and in few 
days enjoyed his perfe& Health. 
Thirdly, The Patients having'beemtwice 
Blooded, Purged,and thrice Vomited with 
| Whey or warmWater,e&c,was not.a ſuffici- 
,ent Argument againſt giving of Emetick 
Wine, if there yer. remained a proper. In- 
dication foraVomit; becauſc if the firſt,2d. 
& 3d. Exhibition were reaſonable,becauſe 
there was an Indication for: Vomiting, I 
em humbly of opinion, that as long as the 
- fans continued, the fame:meaſures oughe 
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to be purſued, and perhaps with more vi- 
gor than before, © © Re bs. 
Fourthly, Tho all this was done in ſe- 
ven days, yet, if the Nature of an acute 
Diſeaſe require it, not only Evacuation 
ought to be repeted the eighe Day ; but 
probably it was a. great Omiffion, that 
more had not been done in Number,Power, 
or both, within the firſt ſeven Days. 
© Fifthiy, The Operation as related de- 
ſerves a place here alſo, being a Material 
part of the Pueſtion, which oy that the 
Patient was reduced to the laſt.extremity 


(tho by the ſequel it did but ſeem to be fo, 


for the Patient is very well) that the Me- 
-dicine wrought by Stool 8 or 10 Hours to- 
gether, which appears to be no more than | 


neceflary, to expel ſuch a quantity of per- 
nicious Humours, and ro fave his Life : 
But -how-are we certain it was the Medi- 


'cine, and not a concurrent Criſis, 


made ſo large an Evacuation ? ' Forl have 
known, that a Mcedecin has been blamed 
for the like, when it would naturally have 
rather hindered, then provoked it. Next 
the Patients Hands and Feer were Cold, 
his Pulſe quire gone, and Spaſmadick Con- 
cradictions affected his whole Body: Theſe 


exuly ſeem Frightful, but 'yer are never 


Langes 


My 


wen; GOTO 371 be 6 9... * Oh 7% ' 
Dangerous in the Operation, ofa Vomut:: 
And beſide, the Dr, in p. 5. 7 his De- 
ſence, denies, they , followed the ; Ope- 
ration of the Vomit ; but, in caſe they 
had,. it muſt have been very difficult to 
diſtinguiſh, whether .they were, the Ef- 
{e ot the Vomit, or of the Diſtemper ; 
| they frequently attending Diſtempers, 
| and but rarely Vomits;: And pray how 
can it, be known, whether theſe, Symp- 
toms might not have been much worle, 
ifno Vomit, had: been taken, and whe- 
ther rhe Patient might not then, hays, dy- 


ed.in earneſt; who now only, jo, the Op- 
dinary feed to'be 2 dying 2; And: here 


Fthe Queſtion comes to be ſum'd., up: 
Whether this be a Practice agreable to 


right Reaſon, the Rules of Art and, the 


Practice of the beſt Phyſicians oth. Aq- 


— 


cient and Modern 2 _. | F 
This indeed deſerves a ſerigus Conſide- 
ation,tho,ifit ſhould bur agree withright 
Reaſon and the Rules of true Art, it is 
o great Matter, whether ithas the Con- 
urrence of the beſt Ancient and m_— 
| B Phay- 
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Phyſicians; Reaſon and Art being very 
raffcient. tho Authorities were wanting, #7 
A few Reafons may therefore be hereP! 
added to the Conſideration of the Impar-J2< 
tial, as | at] 
' Firſt, May we not reaſonably believe,P!© 
that neither the Doſe, nor time it wasÞ2* 
adminiſtred, did any ways prejudice theF*® 
Patient, ſince not only he recovered af- 
ter, but thouſands have taken larger Do- 
ſes at that, and all other times of a Fe- 
ver, both without Injury and with won- 
derful Advantage ; and poliibly it will be 
no eaſy Task tor the Ordinary, to pro- 
duce an Inſtance of any Patient, that 
certainly ſuffered only by the like Doſe} 
or time. 
Secondly, May we nct rationally ſup-PY * 
poſe, that, if the previous Evacuations,f*© 


being proper, had not effeted the Cure," 
they ought to be rejeted: Or that, 1 
improper and too weak, more proper 
and powerful ſhould be applied, and con- 
tinued, till the Indication ceasd. = 
Thirdly, May we not fairly preſume,ſ*** 
; OE, | that eV 
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That the Continuance of the Operation 8. 
Yr 10 Hours, and the terrible Symptoms. 
"nentioned, if there were any ſuch, were - 
Father cauſed by the Violence of the 
Sickneſs, then by the Vomit, becauſe ſo 
{mall a Doſe rarely,if ever, works above 4 
\Hours, and becauſe ſuch like Symptoms 
frequently occur, where no Vomit has 
'þeen given: And becauſe 'ris probable 
hothing, but the remaining Vitious Hu- 
nors, put in Agitation, conld produce 
uch new Symptoms, and keep the Pa- 
ient ill ſo many days after ; Nox Cauſa 

pro Cauſa makes molt Miſtakes. 

Fourthly, May it ſeem unreaſonable. 
to conclude, that ill Humors are the on- 
y Cauſe of all Fevers, as well as they 
are of other Diſtempers : And that, ſo 
; "long as they continue moving in any 
f Quantity, {o long the Patient muſt be 
pCufordered, if not in Danger : And there- 
pore, that they ought, by all proper 

and ſpeedy Methods to be expelled, ill 
, [vhen there can be but ſmall Hopes the 
ever ſhould be extinguiſhed, 

B 2 Fifth- 
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| either let alone, or trifled with. _ 
Theſe Particulars, 'tis hoped, may 
| ſerve to thew, Reaſon is not ſo much a 
| | Stranger to this Sort of Practice: Let it 
now'appear,;' how much- ſome Rules of 


| lowing approved Maxims. As 


Ablata cauſa tollitur affeflus. Ubi ad 


animni'defeitioren educere expedit, facien- 
dum id quoque, os: ? &ger par ji; e poſſh it, Obſta 


printtpiis; ſero 5; zcina paratur. Extr:- 

mis moybis extrema remedia conveniunt, 
f Purgandum 34 vilde achtis, fi i turgeat ma-, 
teria, eodent' iþſo die) Urfferre enim in ta- 
libus mallth. Prisftat aniteps. remedium 
| quam wullins dum -natura pover,, move ; 
] quo naturk Tendit, oth &c. 
| 
; 


I muſt pow goto 
where 


} Fifthly, Mary & at be conſonant to-fy 
if righr Reafon' to think, that, if omits | 
| | | and other Evacuations are given to. ex-| 
Y pel the offending g Humor, being the on- 
| Iy-true' end' of "all Medicaments, they 
| could neither prejudice nor weaken the 
| Patient near ſo much,” as the Diſeaſe, 


Art may ſupport the fame, by the fol-. 


next Paragraph, 


(xg) | 
where the ordinary Cenfares the-Dr! for 
1 abouring an Vain,fince it wasnever de-' 
yed, that, Vomits in Fevers'is no No 

elty : but then its ſtrange, he'had' not” 
ſooner ordered one more effeftual, than 
Whey and. Luke-warm Water, which 
carce deſerves the Name of 'Vomits, 
ringing ſeldom much more off the Sto- 
ach than themſelves, and rarely if e- 
er the peccant Matter. Then' he 'mm- 
plys, that Antimonial Vomuts' murder 
en, Women and Children; ' and that 
he Practitioner deſerves to be accor- 
Tingly puniſhed: ,-Truely unleſs the Or- 
Finary hath murdered any with ſuch Vo- 
hits, I muſt be ſo uncivil, - as to disbe- 
eve his Suggeſtion; for T have given, 
nd known given fome Hundred Thou- 
nds, and do.not rgmember, 'that ever 
- hne'of  them:could be : juſtly taxed tor 
aving in the leaſt cauſed; or 'haſtned' 
ie Death of one Pateint, that muſt not 
rtainly have died without. 'But this 1s 
e Misfortune,that when a Patient dies 
Þder the Cure, tho by the' Ignorance ' 
or 


("14 ) 


or Negle@t of a pretended cautions Phy- T: 


fician, who preſcribes plentifully com- 
fortable Cordials, he ſhall ſeldom, if e- 
ver, -be blamed, but extolled for a ſafe 


tender Hearted Doctor, cujus contrari.- C 


am; &c. But on the other ſide, if it 
happens;that a Patient die in the hands 
of an honeſt Skiltul Phyſician, who fol- 
lows effectual Remedies, tho plainly off 
the Diſtemper, or for his being called 
£00 late, 'ris Odds, but the Wiſe and ta- 
tling Goflips damns him for a raſh and 
dangerous Phyſician, becauſe: he dire- 


Red few or no Cordials, but only Pow-. 


erful Medicines, fit to combat and ex- 


pel the Diſeaſe, which indeed are more | 


uneaſlie to the Patient , and frightful to 
the Ignorant byſtanders in their Opera- 
tion, and lefs gratetulato the Pallat, tho 
much more ſafe and effetual than the 
pleaſant comiortable Cordials, Jo much 
applauded by perſons of ſlender Under- 
ſtanding in ſuch Matters. 

In the 6 and 7 Pages, the Ordinary 
Jays, the Patient had been purged _— 

a 


| TD bs 
had: not the Dr. by his Raſhneſs preven- 


ed it, and brought the Patient to ſo 
ow a Paſs, that no Place was left for a- 
y thing, but Cordials and gentle Opi- 
ats. I amglad to find here, he could 

ave continued Evacuations longer,and 
hope, for the future he'll proportion 
hem in Number, Quantity and Power 


.Fto the Diſcaſe, or elſe; tho never {6 


proper, hell certainly faill of Succeſs, 
as the Sequel proved, his Vomits of 
Whey did, But further, if the Diſeaſe 
be {till rampant, tho the Patient was ve- 


ry low, yet was there more room for 
Evacuation, than Opiats and Cordials, 
to expel the Cauſe of the Diſeaſe, and 


[whenever that ſhall be removed, a little 


Milk Pottage or Gruel would have pro- 
cured reſt and Strength ſooner, than ei- 
ther Opiats or . Cordials : For that be- 


Jing taken away, which obſtructed Sleep 


and Strength, Nature without other 


help, will very well perform her own 
\Duty. 


þ 


| Reaſons are not wanting to prove e- 
very 


& ar 


very Aſſertion,/'\but that'it would ' Cyele C 
this Letter -beyond'the'due Limits, andy * 
it's hoped,' that what is 'not - proved, ie 
ſo ſelf evident, that 'twould be ſuperfluF"*” 
ous to add any further. 39K ugh 

In the fame 72h Page, after'an ExcepÞ,oy: 
tion ata triple Doſe '1n ſtead 'of a yur 
druple, he aftirms that every Pliyſician; ker 
acquainted with Pmeticks, knows, thatfige 
two Drams with a little OxymelF will et 
vacuat conſiderably : If he” theans fiveſt* 
or ſix Ounces of Oxymel by that little,F oe 

[ believe 1t may, but otherways T neverk.q 
heard of leſs than an Ounce'of the faidſe\c 
Wine, was eyer given to a groin Man; 
and ſeldom fo little, except in the'Shop 
abovementioned. IE 

It is a probability next a Proof, that, 
if ſo much of the ' peccant Matter had 
not been carried off with the Dr's Anti-|,..: 
monial Yomit, the Patient, who was af- [rye 
cer ſo bad with the Remainder of the Jno!: 

Diſeaſe, could never have fubſiſted un- JBu' 

der the Burthen of the whole, theretbre Jt < 

the Dr's + ConjeQture does not ny = 


ry (P) 
eſſe ſo Grountlefs : The Reafbry offere@ 
1dy che Ordinary, can never ſupport his 
:Kfſſercion : For, where Nature proves too 
Srong for the Fever, and throws all 
the vitions Humonrs out'by Vorhit; Swear, 
$r otherways : The Patient certainly re- 
overs;not'only withoutVomits;but with- 
IÞut Phyſitian, or Medicines ; And of this 
Lhere are” Multitudes of Inftances -1n: all 
Ages - Bur yer, even in theſe caſes: where 
Nature is thus Vidtorious ; TheSkilfat Af- 
efiftance; according to Natures/indication 
"Þf ant Honeſt Phyfittan may- be- vety Con» 
MFenient'to render -the' Cure more” certain 
ind ſpeedv, tho his principal Duty'be-to 
reſcue thoſe out of the Jaws of Dearh; for 
(whoſe Nature, the Difeaſe wouldelMehave 
Þcen too powerful. OREN) 
In Page 8; he allows Vomits in:Fevers, 
þf adminiſtred by wary 'and- skilfuk Phy= 
fficians, to which I readily conſent; for no 
other "ought ro be” admitted to Pradtife, 
and in fach:hands edge Tools ' are” becter 
then'blunt ones; Fooles and K naves ought 
nor to -prophane' ſo ſacred a' profefiion. 
Bur' what” proviſions ntade for a fairTel- 
al of 'Pltiyticians abilities: The Univerſity 
feernsnot'the moſt fir; for they'rather pre- 
pate chem to be made;than'makethemPhy- , 
ſictans.” Phyſicians ;Colledges- wherever 
they be conftitured; are Partys'; and A- 
Pecos muck by affed by zheir. 
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intereſts 'to ſuch Drs. as Write longef(PF 
Bills, and can Spin out a Cure from $* 
Week to.above a Month, and the Vulgaſ!® 
cho moſt concerned, are the leaſt capableſ#t 
common fame, for the moſt. part aLyar$'"" 
and their own Paſſions and Aﬀections alſ”* 
ways blinding their judgements, if the 
have any. . It 
In;the fame Paragraph the Ordinar pol 
promiſes, what I do notfind he hath ye 
performed, and what I would gladl) al 
fee, viz. that the taking the Vomit ha 
almoſt killed the Patient, when it ſeemS1O 
rather to have been the Diſeaſe, that had ! 
almoſt killed him; and in all probabiliryfor 
certainly . would have done it, had hg 
not takenthe Vomit, But non cauſa pro cauſÞ©l 
fa makes all ov mot miftakes in the World, ("e 
In the laſt Paragraph of the ſame PageJÞ® 

the Ordinary gives an account, that adfl® 
ficſt the Vomic wroughc pretty well boch{Mc 
Upwards and Downwards, and then theft | 
Dr. goes off, bur a little after the Patient® 
began to purge fo violently. &c. Now aſti® 
good Homward perſon might have thencqV!0 
cohtcluded,and 5r may. be more truly that a for | 
ter the Operation of the Vomit was quirg 9c 
finiſhed; Nature, þeing in part thereby reſ'Þ4 
lieved, rallyed-her fcattered Spirits ro makqP!" 
A Critical Evacuation of the: remainder the 
for,;.he ſays, the Patient began again tg Vac 


* , Purge; And that all the Symptomes they©4 


© appear 


v 
4 "y 
= 


(Cr9 , | | 
-effppearing were no ather, but what every 
\ 4xperienced Phyſician knows to be very 
oaÞſual in ſuch Evacuations of like Matter, 
JeSvheres only the Critis, without any Medi- 
\rFirfe whatſoever, proves Naturam Medica- 
ricem. | 
«xl What the Doctor preſcribed, in concert 
ith an other Phyſician, to help to Com- 
rÞole, and to Suppreſs Vapours, was not 
miſs ; ſince Nature, without ſome Inter- 
lIyals of Reſt, is unable to bear the Fatigue 
if diſcharging all the preternatural Hu- 
ors at once. 
<4 Page gth. It is a lictle wonderful, the 
Ordinary at bis Return ſhould be ſurprized 
iat ſo great a Change in 48 Hours, when 1n 
acute Diſtempers all Practitioners, hd 
ean foever, cannot but know, there may 
be much greater in 12 Hours time: And 
che Abatement of the Fever, till all che 
Morbifick Matter was ſpent, he ought not 
Jto have expected ; for oftimes the laſt Fir 
oof an Intermitting Fever, when moſt of 
\Ithe Saburra is expeli'd, ſeems to be the moſt 
gviolent: Therefore there was more reaſon 
Jfor him to be pleaſed, that ic continuedin 
gorder to Expel bv the Pores, what (tf re- 
Jmained, which feemed tobe their joint O- 
Jpinion: For, if they had not chonught, 
there had ftill remained ſome illHumors,it 
had been a great cruelty to have torment- 
ed a weak Patient with bliſtering Plaſters, * 
1n order to draw them out, 2188 
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In Page. 10th, The Ordinary takes noticefhe 
'Fhat on Saturday, being the 6th day aftefPa! 
he had eaken the Vomit, the SympromgM: 
began» gradually to decline, which wagco: 
reafonable to, be expected, Nature having} | 
| then finiſhed che Expulſion ofſuch peccantÞþn 
| Matter, as ftill remained afcer the Operahwa 

tion of the Vomit. | ia 
In Page 11th. there is this Paſſage {ir 


, Whole Temper and Conſtitution he wagon 
; not in the leaſt acquainted with, and whoſfre 
| | had-undergone ſo many Evacuations beFuc 
| fore, ſince there could be no hazard of gifno 


ving a leſs-Doſe : As if forſooth,inanacuceſwi 
Diſeaſe, which requires the ſpeedy AfliſÞl 
tance of the Phyſician, nothing ſhould beſwl 
ddne by him,. under Pretence of not beingſric 
acquainted with the Conflitution of thefTc 
Parient, and ſo let ſlip che Oppartunity otfof 
{aving his.Life : Neither do LI agree to hisan 
Opinion,. that there is no hazard in giving{M 
a leſs Doſe, for every Cure, which comes[ci: 
ſhort of theDiſeaſe, muſt be very hazardous,ſgr: 
\ by ſubjeRing the Patient to its Power withÞy 
[ ſuch ſmall Afliſtance ; Diſeaſes being ever] 
dangerous, when Remedies are rarely ſo, 
unlets very unskiifully adminiſtred, Fi 
| F288 i 2th, he is pleaſed to call Weakneſs 
-ontra»Indication to Evacuation, which 
is Fray true, ,where there is no Diſca- 
gd Macter £0; be Fyacuated; Bur, wg 
Eco Thy 6.90 Wd  TQLIG 
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21 | 
eFhere is, nothing can ftrengthen ſuch weak , 
efPatients ſo much, as 'the removing *thar 
Matter, 'which ar firſt cauſed it, and, if 
agcontinued, will certainly increaſe it. 
1 TI can as little approve his Commendari- 
2tÞn of ſuch a wary Pbyſician, who is back- 
r.ward to preſcribe ſtrong Evacuations, eſpe- 
ially by Vomit; for, when ſtrong Medi- 
2 Kines are neceſſary, it is as great a Fault to 
agomit them, as to give them, where thev 
1ofare certainly not wanted ; But, ifhe means 
euch ſtrong Medicines, or large Doſes; as 
14no Man of Senſe ever gave, I muſt agree 
cefwich him, . that its a dangerous Practice to 
{-blow up a.Houſe to diſlodge an Enemy, 
Defwhich, tho it be a frequent Military Prac-' 
zghice, ſeems .here but an improper Simile, 
1e]To proportion juſtly the Strength and Doſe 
offof a Medicine to the Power of a Diſeaſe, 
1sjand to trifle away no time with too gentle 
gÞMethods, is not only the Duty of a Phyſi- 
esfcian, but an evident Demonſtration of his 
S,great, Skill and Judgment ; as the contra- 
hy would be of his Weakneſs. 
ch The difficult Problem leftundetermined 
0,þn the 13th. Page, whether theſe Evacua- 
Fions ſhould precede ,or follow Blooding, 
{sÞ think may be ſolved by 'common Serie 
zhþnd frequearPractice, without the help of 
a-Fuclid's Elements ; for every Houſe-Wife 
reFan tell, that, when an, inner and outer 
_ 7  Roonr 
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Room are to be made clean, it's . beſt be- J,; 
ginning with the inner ; for,if you ſhould Iy 
firſt clean; the outer Room, you cannot a- ||; 
void -fouling it again, when you go about fl; 
cleaning the inner. A 
Now, If Vomitsand Purges cleanſe the I; 
Prime vie, whence the Blood is ſupplyed, B; 
as none denys, its fitter to begin there, [fe 
leſt, after the Blood is leſſened in quanti-fſ;;, 
ty, it ſhould be again defiled by the Sup- 
plies it muſt receive from the Prime vie. 
Page 14, The Ordinary alfirms, that the 
Dr: would not have failed to have killed 
outright, if either the Dole had. been a li- 
tle ſtronger, or the Patient 4 little weaker, bri 
which was to ſail too near the: Wind:Such-Mſp, 
like Suppoſals may be mads 1n all Caſes, ff; 
where Malice or Friend{hip 1s concerned, lie: 
which may beas eaſily anſwered,thar theDr, ſits 
judging exaatly his Patients Strength, ſofſþy 
proportioned the Doſe of the Emetick as[Ex 
ro be neither too ſtrong for his Patient,thec 
nor too weak for his Fever : And thus byfy 
{ailing ſo near the Wind, a Prize may beFiec 
raken, which might elſe cſcape. {pre 
TholT had reſoived not to meddle with} 1 
the Authorities, yer I could not let themfa1! 
flip wichoue.this remark, that, if cheſe Auſbge 
tho:s had never ſeen, -or had like Occalifty; 
on to. make ſughRefieions, as our modernjant 
Practitioners ' may | have had, Poſterityſye, 
: c EP Mu 
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muſt be cohdemned never to grow Wiſer : 
Whatever was well ſaid or obſerved.'by 
theſe Authprs, was only ſo far ib; as con- 
fiſted with right Reaſon and Experience - 
And, if both. che ſame be the Guides of 
> this preſent Ape, I know not, why a'wiſe 
» Yand true Saying or Obſervation of this pre 
»flſent Generation, may not be as authen- 
= fitick as of any. of the former. 

-| Page 17 and 18, The ordinzry drawing 
towards a Concluſion affirms, that not on- 
ey Phyſicians, bur all Men in their right 
afWirs, muſt condemn a Practice, that re- 
Jluceth Men to the laſt Extremity, and 
brings them to the brink of the Grave, e- 
Ipecially when chere is no neceflity : This 
5, flurely may be granted by all Men, but hath 
l,Flictle regard to the Cafe in hand : Where 
ſits maniteſt, it was not the Dr's Pracice, 
Offlbut the Diſeaſe reduced the Patient to this 
SJExtremity,and it was ſo far from being un- 
t,Mneceſlary, that wichour it, in all Probibili- 
YEy, the Patient muſt ' moſt certainly have 
CMlicd; but there « the Miſchief of non Cauſa 
pro Caufa. El ; NO 
In Page 19, TheOrdinary ſeems to grant 
all that is; deſired, ( viz. ) Thar, Fevers 
UÞoth with and without, Vomits and. other 
1J vacuatiohs may. be cured, reſtiaining, 
"MFAntimonial V oinirs only to greater circum- 
VpDpection, and this he luppost5 with' Rive- 
y ons SS. a] Yies 
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714 his Opinion; bar: if none bue” skilfu! 
and circumſpe& Perfons werepermitted tq 
prafice,, as no other ought, then fharp 
Knives and. Swords ought not to'be. negle: 
Red, Skilful Perſons knowing ful wel 
how to uſe chem to. the beſt purpoſe. . | 
* This in brief is faithfully my Opinion, 1 
it naturally ariſes from the ſeveral Tracy 
publiſhed in this Caſe: And if any perſo 
whatſoever, peruſing this Letter, wil 
| pleafe to ſhew me the miſftakesby righ 

Reaſon, and fair Experiments: I ſhall 

fo far from being offended, that' F wil 
both confeſs my Error, and acknowleds 
my Obligation to him : For I can neve 
chink my felf too .Old, nor too Wile, t 
learn, tho IT preſume IT ſhall never jurare i 
verba Magiſtri, Authorities !utilefs” aprec 
'abje,ta common Senſe and Matter of Faq 
tho.never ſo highly. applauded by other 
Have - but a very -ſlender Tofluence vn m 
\ Mind, which notwithſtanding is ever fe: 
dily ſubmitted ro right-Reaſon,: thd wit! 
out any Auchoritys ' 
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